
Ti p s  on  H ear i ng  Y our  Ch i ld  Read  

1 .  Choos e  a  qu i et  t i m e  

S et  a s i de  a  qu i et  t i m e  wi t h  no  d i s t ract i ons .  Ten  t o  f i f t een  m i nut es  i s  usua l l y  l ong  enough .   

2 .  Make  read i ng  en jo y ab l e  

Make  read i ng  an  en jo yab l e  exp er i ence .  S i t  w i t h  y our  ch i l d .  Tr y  not  t o  p ressur i s e  i f  he  o r  she  i s  

r e luct ant .  I f  y our  ch i l d  l o ses  i n t erest  t hen  do  som et h i ng  e l se .   

3 .  Ma i nt a in  t he  f l ow  

I f  y our  ch i l d  m i spronounces  a  word  do  not  i nt er rupt  im m edi at e l y .  In s t ead  a l l ow  op p or t un i t y  

f o r  se l f -cor rect i on .  I t  i s  b et t er  t o  t e l l  a  ch i l d  som e  unknow n  words  t o  m a in ta i n  t he  f l ow  

ra t her  t han  i n s i s t i ng  on  t r y i ng  to  b u i l d  t hem  a l l  up  f rom  t he  sounds  of  t he  l e t t er s .  I f  your  

ch i l d  does  t r y  t o  ' sound out '  words ,  encourage  t he  use  of  l e t t er  sounds  r a t her  t han  ' a lp hab et  

nam es ' .   

4 .  B e  p os i t i v e  

I f  y our  ch i l d  sa y s  som eth i ng  nea r l y  r i ght  to  s t a rt  w i t h  t hat  i s  f i ne .  Don 't  sa y  'N o.  That ' s  

wrong , '  b ut  'L et ' s  r ead  i t  t oget her '  and  p o i nt  t o  t he  words  a s  y ou  say  t hem .  B oost  y our  ch i l d ' s  

conf i dence  w i t h  constant  pra i se  f or  ev en  t he  sm a l l e s t  ach i ev em ent .   

5 .  S ucce ss  i s  t h e  key  

Pa rent s  anx i ous  f or  a  ch i l d  t o  p rogress  can  m i s t aken l y  g i v e  a  ch i l d  a  b ook  t hat  i s  t oo  

d i f f i cu l t .  Th i s  can  hav e  t he  op pos i t e  ef f ect  t o  t he  one  t hey  a re  want ing .  Rem em b er  'N ot h i ng  

succeed s  l i ke  succes s ' .  Unt i l  y our  ch i l d  ha s  b u i l t  up  h i s  o r  her  conf i d ence ,  i t  i s  b ett er  t o  keep  

t o  ea s i e r  b ooks .  S t rugg l i ng  w i t h  a  b ook  wi t h  m any  unknown  words  i s  p o in t l e s s .  F l ow  i s  l o st ,  

t ext  cannot  b e  under stood  and  ch i l d ren  can  eas i l y  b ecom e  re luct ant  r eader s .   

6 .  V i s i t  t he  L i b rar y  

Encourage  y our  ch i l d  to  use  t he  p ub l i c  l i b ra r y  regu l a r l y .   

7 .  R egu l a r  p ract i ce  

Tr y  to  r ead  wi t h  y our  ch i l d  on  m ost  schoo l  days .  'L i t t l e  and  of t en '  i s  best .   

8 .  Ta l k  ab out  t he  b ooks  

There  i s  m ore  t o  b e i ng  a  good  reader  t han  ju st  b e i ng  ab l e  t o  r ead  t he  words  accurat e l y .  Just  

a s  i mp ort ant  i s  b e i ng  ab l e  t o  under st and  what  ha s  b een  read .  A lway s  t a lk  t o  y our  ch i l d  ab out  

t he  b ook ,  ab out  t he  p i ct ures ,  how  t hey  t h i nk  the  s t or y  w i l l  end ,  t he i r  f av our i t e  p a rt ,  can  t hey  

em p at h i se  w i t h  character s ?  Can  t hey  comm ent  on  t he  wr i t er s ’  s t y l e ?  Y ou  w i l l  t hen  b e  ab l e  t o  

see  how  we l l  t hey  hav e  under st ood  and  y ou  w i l l  he l p  t hem  t o  dev e lop  good  com p rehens i on  

sk i l l s .   

9 .  V a r i et y  i s  i mp ort ant  

Rem em b er  ch i l d ren  need  t o  exp er i ence  a  v a r i e t y  of  r ead i ng  mat er i a l s  eg .  p i ct ure  b oo ks ,  ha rd  

b acks ,  com i cs ,  m agaz i nes ,  p oem s ,  and  in f orm at ion  b ooks  a s  we l l  a s  a  range  of  aut hor s  m odern  

and  est ab l i shed .   

 


